Approved For Release 2005/11/21 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000500260014-1

THE EVENING STAR

The reports said the three
members of the Polithuro were
believed to have demanded a
meeting of the Communist party
leadership to discuss the situa-
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There was no confirmation
from any source abroad or here
that such a statement or any-
thing like it actually existed.

Qualified diplomatic observers
‘here said that, given the nature
‘of Soviet politics, the possibility
‘of such statements by a minori-
ty of Politburo m

embers should
be ruled out. L~

DATE (3MACTD

Russians Den
Russians Deny Reports

Of Split i ‘ L

plit in Politburo

MOSCOW (UPI) — A Soviet
spokesman said today that for-
eign reports of a split in the
Russian Politburo are a “fabri-
cation from beginning to end.”

The reports yesterday said
three members of the Politburo
bad written a letter criticizing
Com munist party secretary
Leonid I. Brezhnev.

“All reports of such a letter
are crude, malicious provoca-
tions emanating from those
news services which in the past
:?cia ed in the dissemination

falsehood and are continuing
to do the same,” said Leonid

Zamyatin, chief of the Foreign
Ministry press department.

Substance of Reports

The reports, originating in Vi-
enna and London, said that Alex-
ander Shelepin, Mikhail Suslov,
and Kiril Mazurov had issued a
statement = criticizing Brezhnev
and Premier Alexei N. Kosygin
for shortcomings and setbacks
in Soviet agriculture and indus-

earlier this year that difficulties
exist in Russia’s economy.

Pravda, the Communist party
paper, said in January that the
party Central Committee snd
the Supreme Soviet “took note ef
a lagging behind in the rate of
development in a number of
branches of industry and the
slow growth of labor productivi-
ty and the efficiency of seeial
production,

“There are great shorteom-
ings in capital construction
where the dissipation of invest-
‘ment has still not been overy
come; efforts are not being com-
centrated as they should be on
projects nearing completion.”
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Kremlin Trio Said to Write
Attack on Brezhnev, Kosygin

By Vincent Buist

Reuters

VIENNA, M arch 11—Reli-
able Communist sources in
Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia
claimed today that dissension
has crept into the inner circle

of Soviet leadership over re-
curring failures in agriculture

nd industry.
’ l"In both Belgrade and Pra-
gue, reports circulated that

Soviet party leader Brezhnev
and Premier Kosygin have
been accused of failing to
meet needs in key economic
sectors.

Three members of the ruling
Soviet Politburo—Mikhail Su-
slov, Alexander Shelepin and
Kirill Mazurov—have signed a
document attacking the two
leaders for serious shortcom-
ings in party work affecting
the economy, the reporis
clagimed.

Belgrade - reports said the
th;ree circulated a document
for discussion at a forthcom-
ing party central committee
meeting. Reports from Prague
‘seld the three signed a letter
aceusing Brezhnev and Kosy-
gi8 of responsibility for last
er s disappointing resuits.
Mntmg Called

last week
Brezhney summoned the- agri-
cuitural leaders of all 15 So-
viet republics for discussions
on agriculture and spring sow-

m%h Soviet grain crop of

1888 miliion tons last year

h below the 1968 crop of|-

million tons.

uov, now 68 and aillng,j
is only the leading ideo-!

in Moscow,|:

logist of the party—one who

'has bridged the gulf between

Stalinism and subsequent So-
viet leadership—but is also

regarded as the elder states-|.

man of the Soviet establish-
ment.

Western observers believe
the mainspring behind the
challenge is Shelepin, 51, the
tough-talking labor union lead-
er who rose rapidly after the
fall of Nikita Khrushchev in
1964 but was subsequently
stripped of many high party
posts by. Brezhnev. He is still
regarded as a challenger for
the top party position.

Mazurov, 55, has filled a
number of key party and gov-
ernment posts and is at pres-
ent first deputy chairman of
the Soviet Council of ‘Minis-
ters.

!Imof‘ ,
ot

-~

to.other capitals of Easters
Europe through labor mﬂgu
channels.

Western observers here ﬂld
it was rare for Kremlin’ 4t
ferences to emerge in this
way. Usually any differences
are aired in private at the top
until a consensus can be fgrm-
ed. The leadership then pre-
sents a united front {o I
levels.

If the reports are true,. Mn
the document represents die
of the most serious attacks ‘e
the Soviet leadership =
the so-called anti-party m
against Khrushchev in 1987

However, the Belgrade df
Prague informants are
ous not to exaggerate the
portance of the challenge.

Grechko Visit

Czechoslovak Commy
link the Moscow report with §
visit paid to their country i
February by Marshal
Grechko, the Soviet d
minister.

They believe Grechkow

that whatever might happu
Moscow there would be

22

relaxation of discipling
Czechoslovakia. i

[In Washington, U.S. off§
cials said they had had
word of such a document or g
any challenge to the Kremi
leadership. Officlals did ‘@
out that Brezhnev's speedl -
the December meeting o~
nomic problems has f
been published and that
central committee last well
circulated a letter withis {4
Soviet Union discussing N4
to improve - economic ' '@
ciency and management.]
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